
 

  Sophocles’ “Philoctetes” 
The meaning of the “wound”  

in the Hero’s Life and in Our Own 
 

An Illustrated Presentation by Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou 
 

In Greek Mythology, Philoctetes was a hero, famous for his archery. He escorted the 
Greeks to their famous expedition of the Trojan War, but he was stranded on a deserted 
island by his comrades and his leaders before they had all arrived in Troy.   
 

According to Sophocles’ Philoctetes, the hero had accidentally stepped on some sacred 

ground on Chryse, and he had thus been bitten on the foot by a snake. His wound, 

emanating a horrible odor, had left him in constant agony; so the Greeks, unable to 

tolerate his anguish, carelessly abandoned him, all alone, on the island of Lemnos. 

 

Ten years later, the Greeks learned from the seer Helenus that they cannot capture Troy 

without the sacred bow and arrows of Heracles, which were in the possession of Philoctetes. So they sent Odysseus 

and Achilles’ son Neoptolemus to shamefully force the hero to join them in Troy so that they can use both him and his 

weapons, which Philoctetes had once received as a gift by showing kindness to Heracles. 

  

In this presentation, we will follow Sophocles’ dramatic treatment of the myth, and we will explore the meaning of 

the obsessive intensity by which the poet describes the hero’s wound and his loneliness. In doing so, we will seek to 

understand the symbolic significance of the WOUND not only for the hero’s life but for our own as well.  

 

When:        Sunday,  October 7th, 2012   at 1:00 p.m. 

Where:     Assumption Cultural Center  
   21800 Marter Road, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 

Fee:   $20.00 

Registration: To Register please call The Assumption  Cultural Center  

   Phone (586) 779-6111 ext. 3 
   Or contact Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou (586)296-0748 
 
Contact Dr. Lena Hatzichronoglou 
 

 For a Fantastic Trip to Greece with her 

 For a Free Half Hour Life Coaching Session 

 For having her speak to your group 
 

 Email:      lena@hellenicvisions.com      Tel.   (586) 296-0748 

 Website:  www.hellenicvisions.com        Fax   (586) 296-6774  
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